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THE NORTH CAROLINA VETERINARY PRACTICE ACT 
General Statutes of North Carolina 

Chapter 90, Article 11 
 
§ 90-179. Purpose of article. 

In order to promote the public health, safety, and welfare by safeguarding the people of this 
State against unqualified or incompetent practitioners of veterinary medicine, it is hereby declared 
that the right to practice veterinary medicine is a privilege conferred by legislative grant to 
persons possessed of the personal and professional qualifications specified in this Article.  
 
§ 90-180. Title. 

This Article shall be known as the North Carolina Veterinary Practice Act. 
 
§ 90-181. Definitions. 

When used in this Article these words and phrases shall be defined as follows: 
(1) "Accredited school of veterinary medicine" means any veterinary college or division of 

a university or college that offers the degree of doctor of veterinary medicine or its 
equivalent and that conforms to the standards required for accreditation by the 
American Veterinary Medical Association. 

(2) "Animal" means any animal, mammal other than man and includes birds, fish, and 
reptiles, wild or domestic, living or dead. 

(2a) "Animal dentistry" means the treatment, extraction, cleaning, adjustment, or "floating" 
(filing or smoothing) of an animal's teeth, and treatment of an animal's gums. 

(3) "Board" means the North Carolina Veterinary Medical Board. 
(3a) "Cruelty to animals" means to willfully overdrive, overload, wound, injure, torture, 

torment, deprive of necessary sustenance, cruelly beat, needlessly mutilate or kill any 
animal, or cause or procure any of these acts to be done to an animal; provided that the 
words "torture", "torment", or "cruelty" include every act, omission, or neglect causing 
or permitting unjustifiable physical pain, suffering, or death. 

(4) "Limited veterinary license" or "limited license" means a license issued by the Board 
under authority of this Article that specifically by its terms, restricts the scope or area 
of practice of veterinary medicine by the holder of the limited license; provided, that no 
limited license shall confer or denote an area of specialty of the holder of this limited 
veterinary license; and provided further, that unless otherwise provided by Board rule, 
the licensing requirements shall be identical to those specified for a veterinary license. 

(5) "Person" means any individual, firm, partnership, association, joint venture, 
cooperative, corporation, or any other group or combination acting in concert; and 
whether or not acting as a principal, trustee, fiduciary, receiver, or as any kind of legal 
or personal representative, or as the successor in interest, assignee, agent, factor, 
servant, employee, director, officer, or any other representative of such person. 

(6) "Practice of veterinary medicine" means: 
a. To diagnose, treat, correct, change, relieve, or prevent animal disease, deformity, 

defect, injury, or other physical or mental conditions; including the prescription or 
administration of any drug, medicine, biologic, apparatus, application, anesthetic, 
or other therapeutic or diagnostic substance or technique on any animal. 

b. To represent, directly or indirectly, publicly or privately an ability and willingness 
to do any act described in sub-subdivision a. of this subdivision. 

c. To use any title, words, abbreviation, or letters in a manner or under circumstances 
which induce the belief that the person using them is qualified to do any act 
described in sub-subdivision a. of this subdivision. 
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(7) "Veterinarian," means a person who has received a doctor's degree in veterinary 
medicine from an accredited school of veterinary medicine and who is licensed by the 
Board to practice veterinary medicine. 

(7a) "Veterinarian-client-patient relationship" means that: 
a. The veterinarian has assumed the responsibility for making medical judgments 

regarding the health of the animal and the need for medical treatment, and the 
client (owner or other caretaker) has agreed to follow the instruction of the 
veterinarian. 

b. There is sufficient knowledge of the animal by the veterinarian to initiate at least a 
general or preliminary diagnosis of the medical condition of the animal.  This 
means that the veterinarian has recently seen and is personally acquainted with the 
keeping and care of the animal by virtue of an examination of the animal, or by 
medically appropriate and timely visits to the premises where the animal is kept. 

c. The practicing veterinarian is readily available or provides for follow-up in case of 
adverse reactions or failure of the regimen of therapy. 

(7b) "Veterinary license" or "license" means a license to practice veterinary medicine issued 
by the Board. 

(8) "Veterinary medicine" includes veterinary surgery, obstetrics, dentistry, and all other 
branches or specialties of veterinary medicine. 

(9) "Veterinary student intern" means a person who is enrolled in an accredited veterinary 
college, has satisfactorily completed the third year of veterinary college education, and 
is registered with the Board as a veterinary student intern. 

(10) "Veterinary student preceptee" means a person who is pursuing a doctorate degree in 
an accredited school of veterinary medicine that has a preceptor or extern program, has 
completed the academic requirements of that program, and is registered with the Board 
as a veterinary student preceptee. 

(11) "Veterinary technician" means either of the following persons: 
a. A person who has successfully completed a post-high school course in the care and 

treatment of animals that conforms to the standards required for accreditation by 
the American Veterinary Medical Association and who is registered with the 
Board as a veterinary technician. 

b. A person who holds a degree in veterinary medicine from a college of veterinary 
medicine recognized by the Board for licensure of veterinarians and who is 
registered with the Board as a veterinary technician. 
 

§ 90-181.1. Practice facility names and levels of service. 
(a) In order to accurately inform the public of the levels of service offered, a veterinary 

practice facility shall use in its name one of the descriptive terms defined in subsection 
(b) of this section.  The name of a veterinary practice facility shall, at all times, 
accurately reflect the level of service being offered to the public.  If a veterinary facility 
or practice offers on-call emergency service, that service must be as that term is defined 
in subsection (b) of this section. 

(b) The following definitions are applicable to this section: 
(1) "Animal health center" or "animal medical center" means a veterinary practice 

facility in which consultative, clinical, and hospital services are rendered and in 
which a large staff of basic and applied veterinary scientist perform significant 
research and conduct advanced professional educational programs. 

(2) "Emergency facility" means a veterinary medical facility whose primary function is 
the receiving, treatment, and monitoring of emergency patients during its specified 
hours of operation.  At this veterinary practice facility a veterinarian is in 
attendance at all hours of operation and sufficient staff is available to provide 
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timely and appropriate emergency care.  An emergency facility may be an 
independent veterinary medical after-hours facility, an independent veterinary 
medical 24-hour facility, or part of a full-service hospital or large teaching 
institution. 

(3) "Mobile facility" means a veterinary practice conducted from a vehicle with special 
medical or surgical facilities or from a vehicle suitable only for making house or 
farm calls; provided, the veterinary medical practice shall have a permanent base of 
operation with a published address and telephone facilities for making 
appointments or responding to emergency situations. 

(4) "Office" means a veterinary practice facility where a limited or consultative 
practice is conducted and which provides no facilities for the housing of patients. 

(5) "On-call emergency service" means a veterinary medical service at a practice 
facility, including a mobile facility, where veterinarians and staff are not on the 
premises during all hours of operation or where veterinarians leave after a patient 
is treated.  A veterinarian shall be available to be reached by telephone for after-
hours emergencies. 

(6) "Veterinary clinic" or "animal clinic" means a veterinary practice facility in which 
the practice conducted is essentially an out-patient practice. 

(7) "Veterinary hospital" or "animal hospital" means a veterinary practice facility in 
which the practice conducted includes the confinement as well as the treatment of 
patients. 

(c) If a veterinary practice facility uses as its name the name of the veterinarian or 
veterinarians owning or operating the facility, the name of the veterinary practice 
facility shall also include a descriptive term from those listed in subsection (b) of this 
section to disclose the level of service being offered. 

(d) Those facilities existing and approved by the Board as of December 31, 1993, may 
continue to use their approved name or designation until there is a partial or total 
change of ownership of the facility, at which time the name of the veterinary practice 
facility shall be changed, as necessary, to comply with this section. 

 
§ 90-182. North Carolina Veter inary Medical Board; appointment, membership, 

organization. 
(a) In order to properly regulate the practice of veterinary medicine and surgery, there is 

established a Board to be known as the North Carolina Veterinary Medical Board which shall 
consist of eight members. 

Five members shall be appointed by the Governor.  Four of these members shall have been 
legal residents of and licensed to practice veterinary medicine in this State for not less than five 
years preceding their appointment.  The other member shall not be licensed or registered under 
the Article and shall represent the interest of the public at large.  Each member appointed by the 
Governor shall reside in a different congressional district. 

The General Assembly, upon the recommendation of the President Pro Tempore of the 
Senate, Shall appoint to the Board one member who shall have been a resident of and licensed to 
practice veterinary medicine in this State for no less than five years preceding the appointment.  
The General Assembly, upon the recommendation of the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, shall appoint to the Board one member who shall have been a legal resident of 
and registered as a veterinary technician in this State for not less than five years preceding the 
appointment. 

In addition to the seven members appointed as provided above, the Commissioner of 
Agriculture shall biennially appoint to the Board the State Veterinarian or another veterinarian 
from a staff of a North Carolina department or institution.  This member shall have been a legal 
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resident of and licensed to practice veterinary medicine in North Carolina for not less than five 
years preceding his appointment. 

Every member shall, within 30 days after notice of appointment, appear before any person 
authorized to administer the oath of office and take an oath to faithfully discharge the duties of 
the office. 

(b) No person who has been appointed to the Board shall continue his membership on the 
Board if during the term of his appointment he shall: 

(1) Transfer his legal residence to another state; or 
(2) Own or be employed by any wholesale or jobbing house dealing in supplies, 

equipment, or instruments used or useful in the practice of veterinary medicine; or 
(3) Have his license to practice veterinary medicine revoked for any of the causes 

listed in G.S. 90-187.8. 
(c) All members serving on the board on June 30, 1981, shall complete their respective 

terms.  The Governor shall appoint the public member not later than July 1, 1981.  No member 
appointed to the Board by the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Speaker of the House of 
Representatives or General Assembly on or after July 1, 1981, shall serve more than two complete 
consecutive five-year terms, except that each member shall serve until his successor is appointed 
and qualifies. 

(d) The appointing authority may remove his appointee for the reasons specified in 
subsection (b) or for any good cause shown and may appoint members to fill unexpired terms. 
 
§ 90-183. Meeting of Board 

The Board shall meet at least four times per year at the time and place fixed by the Board.  
Other meetings may be called by the president of the Board by giving notice as may be required 
by rule.  A majority of the Board shall constitute a quorum.  Meetings shall be open and public 
except that the Board may meet in closed session to prepare, approve, administer, or grade 
examinations, or to deliberate the qualification of an applicant for license or the disposition of a 
proceeding to discipline a veterinarian. 

At its last meeting of the fiscal year the Board shall organize by electing, for the following 
fiscal year, a president, a vice-president, a secretary-treasurer, and such other officers as may be 
prescribed by rule.  Officers of the Board shall serve for terms of one year and until a successor is 
elected, without limitation on the number of terms an officer may serve.  The president shall serve 
as chairman of Board meetings. 
 
§ 90-184. Compensation of the Board 

In addition to such reimbursement for travel and other expenses as is normally allowed to 
State employees, each member of the Board, for each day or substantial portion thereof that the 
member is engaged in the work of the Board may receive a per diem allowance, as determined by 
the Board in accordance with G.S. 93B-5.  None of the expenses of the Board or of the members 
shall be paid by the State. 
 
§ 90-185. General powers of the Board 

The Board may: 
(1) Examine and determine the qualifications and fitness of applicants for a license to 

practice veterinary medicine in the State. 
(2) Issue, renew, deny, suspend, or revoke licenses and limited veterinary licenses, and 

issue, deny, or revoke temporary permits to practice veterinary medicine in the State or 
otherwise discipline veterinarians consistent with the provisions of Chapter 150B of the 
General Statutes and of this Article and the rules adopted under this Article. 

(3) Conduct investigations for the purpose of discovering violations of this Article or 
grounds for disciplining veterinarians. 
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